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FROM: Mark W. Richardson, PE 
Administrator 

DATE:   January 21,2014 
AT (Office):  Bureau of Bridge Design 

 

SUBJECT: Design Memorandum 2014-01 
NHDOT- Bridge Design Website  Changes 

 
TO: Bureau of Bridge Design staff, Bridge Design Consultants, FHWA, NHDOT Bureaus 

 
The Bureau of Bridge Design is updating the Bridge Design Manual and web site. During this 

process, certain completed sections are being issued for immediate implementation.  Consequently, the Bridge 
Design Website has been modified as follows: 

 
A. Document Library:  Bridge Drawings 

• New Bridge Details Sheets 
• New Bridge Details 
• New Sample Plans 

 
B. Summary:  The above noted revisions are being implemented to provide: 

 
• Bridge Design drawings on NHDOT Bridge Design Website have been separated into three 

categories:  (I) Bridge Detail Sheets, (2) Bridge Details, and (3) Sample Plans. 
 

• Bridge Detail Sheets: Bridge Detail Sheets are plan sheets prepared by the New Hampshire 
DOT for use on NHDOT projects. Others who use the Bridge Detail Sheets do so at their own 
risk. The Detail Sheets are backed by engineering analysis, calculations, crash testing, and are 
approved by NHDOT Administrators and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Only 
certain details can be modified by designers. As noted on each Detail Sheet, if any 
modifications are made to details other than those noted, the engineer responsible for the 
modification becomes the Engineer of Record (EOR) for those details and for all effects the 
modifications may have on other components within the sheet. 
The Bridge Detail Sheets are located at  

  http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/bridgedesign/detailsheets/index.htm 

• Bridge Details: The New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) makes these 
documents available on an "as-is" basis. Bridge Details are considered nothing more than 
examples of items that are often used with very similar application from job to job. The details 
are intended to be copied to a project and modified to fit the particular aspects of the project. 
They are not intended to be included in a contract plan set without  close scrutiny for correct 
application to the specific bridge or project.. 
The Bridge Details are located at 
http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/bridgedesign/bridgedetails/index.htm 

 
• Sample Plans: The Bureau of Bridge Design has assembled sample bridge plans and bridge 

plan checklists that can be used as an aide in the preparation of construction plans for bridges. 
The sample bridge plans and checklists are intended to be used only as a general guide, or 
reminder, to the designer, checker, and reviewer, and are not intended to be a replacement for 
the user's own professional judgment based on sound engineering principles. It is the 
responsibility of the designer to provide the details that allow the Contractor to construct the 
project as intended.   The Bureau of Bridge Design makes these documents available on an "as 
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is" basis. Details and items on the sample plans may be revised/updated overtime, and therefore, 
should be reviewed frequently. It is the responsibility of the designer to provide the most 
current details and items on the contract plans. 

 

The Sample Bridge Plans are located at 
http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/bridgedesign/sampleplans/index.htm 
 

• The Bridge Design drawings will be updated as needed and the latest updated version will be 
placed on the website with the revision date noted. 

 
 
 

C. Background: 
 

This memorandum incorporates the changes to information available at the NHDOT Bridge Design 
Website in accordance with the changes being made to the Bridge Design Manual. 

 

The efforts of the Department are judged to a great extent by the clarity, neatness, and accuracy of 
its Contract Plans. It is the intent of the Department to require that all drawings meet the NHDOT standards 
to produce clear, consistent, and effective plan sheets that have uniform appearance and accurate 
information. 

 
 

D. Implementation: 
 

The update to the NHDOT Bridge Design Website Drawings shall be implemented as of the date of 
this memo and shall be used on all applicable projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark W. Richardson, PE 
Administrator, Bureau of Bridge Design 

enclosures 
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